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CARIBBEAN NETHERLANDS
Registration
Following the dissolution of the Netherlands Antilles on 10 October 2010 the islands of Bonaire, St.
Eustatius and Saba (known collectively as the Caribbean Netherlands) became special municipalities of
the Netherlands.
The Caribbean Netherlands do not have their own patent law and it is not possible to register a patent.
The only way to obtain protection for a patent is by filing either a European patent application with the
Netherlands Patent Office, a department of the Netherlands Enterprise Agency, pursuant to the Kingdoms
Patent Act or an International application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) which is followed by
entry into the European Phase of the application pursuant to the European Patent Convention.
Registration of a patent via either of these two routes automatically provides protection in the Caribbean
Netherlands.
Our Firm
HSM IP Ltd. provides worldwide intellectual property services. Based in the Cayman Islands our
experienced team of attorneys and paralegals deliver first class service to a broad client base which
includes major Fortune Global 500 brand owners, international law firms and other specialist IP practices.
Our interactive database enables us to proactively manage each client’s portfolio efficiently and costeffectively in an environmentally friendly and substantially paperless workplace. It also enables us to fulfil
our clients specific reporting and invoicing requirements, including multi-currency invoicing and e-billing.
We offer a competitive schedule of fixed fees, inclusive of both disbursements and official fees, which
enables us to provide clients with an accurate estimate of their project costs before embarking on a filing
programme for their portfolio. The growth of our firm has enabled us to establish a specialist Caribbean
department whose members regularly contribute to leading IP publications.
Supported by HSM Chambers, an offshore law firm with experienced attorneys admitted in multiple
jurisdictions, we have substantial experience in taking action to address the infringement of trade marks
and patents and in the conduct of passing-off actions. We are also able to offer investigative services to
identify the source of, and distributors of, infringing goods, working closely with police and customs
officials as necessary. Memberships: INTA, AIPLA, ITMA and IPCA.
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