


FINANCIAL RELIEF (CONT'D) 
To reduce costs and conflict, it is important that: 

• the issues are narrowed as much as possible;

• a constructive approach is adopted; and,

• a compromise is sought.

We will not foster false hope or unrealistic expectation and nor do 

we shy from giving honest advice even in circumstances when we 

know it will be unpalatable. 

Financial Claims (unmarried partners) 

It is important to dispel the myth of the 'common law wife' - there is 

no such thing, you are either married or not. Your rights and 

financial claims are entirely different depending on such status. 

Many couples live, buy homes and have children together, without 

a thought to the implications in the event of a relationship breaking 

down. 

If you own a home with someone to whom you are not married, you 

have to rely on the law of trusts in making any claim for an interest 

in the property: 

Joint Legal Owner of a Property 

The presumption in law is that you have a 50% interest in the 

property unless the title deeds specifically state otherwise. 

However, you may feel there are reasons why you or your former 

partner should have a greater or lesser share, and we would be 

happy to advise you on your entitlement and how it can be realised.  

HSM FAMILY SERVICES 
We deal with all aspects of family law including: 

• Divorce and separation;

• Financial relief and enforcement of maintenance;

• Guardianship and receivership Orders;

• Private child law;

• Child relocation;

• Domestic violence; and,

• Mediation.

We understand that issues involving the family are sensitive and 

will help you through the legal process; and, if appropriate, 

negotiate settlements which work for all parties - particularly any 

children involved. 

MEDIATION 
We actively promote family mediation as a method of dispute 

resolution. 

A mediator is a neutral person who is trained to help people talk so 

that the parties can better understand their problems and reach an 

agreement. A mediator does not take the side of either party, and 

does not pass judgment. 

The function of the mediator is to manage and facilitate a process 

to help the parties to reach a solution that meets their needs. 

KEY CONTACT 

Lisa Donalds 
Associate 
Tel: +1-345-815-7437
ldonalds@hsmoffice.com 

This publication is intended only to provide a summary of the subject matter 

covered. It does not purport to be comprehensive or to provide legal advice. No 

person should act in reliance on any statement contained in this publication 

without first obtaining specific professional advice. Alternative solutions a/so 

exist which may better suit the requirements of a particular individual or entity. 

68 Fort Street George Town PO Box 31726 Grand Cayman KY1-1207 Cayman Islands www.hsmoffice.com 




